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INTELLIGENCE AND REMARKS. 



[The following letter is from a gentleman, late an officer of the 
Umversitj in Cambridge, and now chaplain on board of the U. S. 
ship Washington in the Mediterranean. It gives some account 
of books, which he seat out to the University library, accompani- 
ed with a few remarks on what occurred to him at Naples, and 
elsewhere. It discovers in some degree the literary taste and 
talents of the author, and contains information, which we think 
may be interesting to many of our readers. We are gratified to 
perceive, from the attentions which have been paid him, that he 
IS estimated by strangers, as he is by his friends. This letter was 
written to the librarian of the University. It will not be out of 
place to say here also, that this gentleman has laboured with no 
common assiduity since his absence in collecting specimens of 
natural history and antiquities, which he has sent home to his 
friends, and to enrich the cabinets of societies.] 

U. S. Ship Washington, Gibraltar Bay, 
Dear Sia, Feb. 14, 1817. 

I SENT you, on the 6th inst. by the ship Packet, the cata- 
logues of the principal Neapolitan booksellers. I now send 
to Boston a box, containing the following books for the li- 
brary. 

1st. Two treatises " Sul Metodo degli Jlntichi," &c. and 
« Schdetri Cumani," &c. by Andrea de Joris. They were 
presented to me by the author for the library of our Univer- 
sity. I was introduced to him just before we left Naples. 
He enjoys the high literary dignity of Inspector General of 
Publick Instruction in the kingdom of Naples. In the 
clicU'ch he is next to a bishop, and almoner to one of the prin- 
ces royal. But, which is more to the purpose, he is univer- 
sally reputed to be a very learned and a very good man. He 
excels in the knowledge of classical antiquities. Among 
other instances of his politeness, he spent half a day in ac- 
companying niepcrsonally through the royal museum, which, 
with all similar institutions in the kingdom, forms a part of 
his official charge. It contains all the antiquities, which 
were formerly in the museum at Portici, with the royal col- 
lection of pictures and statues ; and embraces the national 
academy of iine arts. I was shown, of course, the Hercu 
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lanean manuscripts, and the manner of unrolling them. 
The one then unrolling haid been begun a short time before, 
and neither the subject nor author's name could yet be ascer- 
tained. Mr. Hayter had returned to England, and a neph- 
ew of Jorius was prosecuting the work. Jorius pointed out 
to me the vases described in his first treatise f and in his 
own house showed me the furniture taken by him from the 
sepulchre at Cumaej which is the subject of the second. 
I received from him a few sepulchral vases and ancient coins, 
and was to have a work on commerce by his brother, had 
we remained a day longer. He, as well as others, was v«ry 
particular in his inquiries about the state of literature and 
the arts in the U. States. I answered as I could, and was 
not silent about our oldest University. Fortunately I had 
with me catalogues of the library and alumni, and that 
number of the Medical Journal, which contains a sketch of 
the institution. Jorius expressed a desire to open a literary 
intercourse with us, and requested letters from me 5 though 
he was often assured, that I was merely a private young man, 
and acting as such. I wish to send him what has been writ- 
ten in our country on Indian antiquities, because he express- 
ed an interest in the subject, and reads English with ease, 
as he also does German and French. 

2. " Trattenimento MensUe" — ^three numbers of a cheap 
monthly journal,containing elementary knowledge for the mass 
of the people, given to me by the editor, Abb6 Foschi. Before 
the last political change in Naples, literature and education 
were in a flourishing state. I sent to President Kirkland 
some numbers of the " Biblioteca Analetica," published at 
that time. But on the return of the king, a check was given 
to every literary enterprize, by embarrassing restrictions on 
the press. This cheap magazine of Foschi was an attempt 
to revive the popular mode of disseminating information. 
He continued it but three months. I mentioned to you that 
this gentleman was secretary to Prince di Cardito, President 
of publick instruction, &c. By him I was introduced to 
Prince and Princess di Cardito, and from him received ex- 
traordinary offices of kindness. He conducted me to the 
principal colleges, and introduced me to their superintend- 
ants — ^took me to a school for the deaf and dumb, (which they 
say is superiour to Abbe Sicard's,) where I saw the mode of 
discipline used, and heard exercises of pupils in all stages of 
their progress. I never was more interested than in this 
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school. I was next conducted by him to the royal botanick 
garden — and afterwards to an institution which, I tliink, is 
unique. It is a Chinese college for the instruction of Chi- 
nese young men in the learning of Europe, but especially in 
the Christian religion. It was founded about a century ago 
by Matthew Ripa, a Neapolitan. The pupils leave China by 
stealth, and after completing their education, return in the 
same way. They retain their costume and manners — ^live 
entirely secluded from Europeans, except their teachers — 
are suffered to speak no language but Chinese and Latin ; 
which last they use with fluency and accuracy. At present 
there are but seven. They seemed intelligent, cheerful, and 
affable. They read to me from a Chinese bo >k^ — showed 
some exquisite paintings in Chinese style — and conversed 
with much good sense and shrewdness. The portraits of 
all the patrons and alumni of the institution adorn the walls. 
From Foschi I received the laws of the university in Naples, 
which were sent to Dr. Kirkland. I have mentioned, that, 
if the University should ever wish to procure books, &c. 
from Italy, he had politely offered his gratuitous services and 
influence. The inclosed paper contains a proposition he one 
day made, to send every three or four months, notices of new 
jniblications and interesting occurrences in the literary 
world — and, on being requested, to purchase whatever the 
University should wish to obtain and authorize him to pro- 
cure. "Whatever may be thought of this, I hope, at least, 
that he will receive the thanks of the institution for his dis- 
position to serve the interests of learning in our country. 
In one of his letters to me, after speaking of the advantages 
of intercourse between learned societies in different parts of 
the world and interchange of their published transactions, he 
says something of our communication with that at Naples, 
_ and adds " quin immo praesto sum pariter, per meos, quos 
Romae colo, Florentiae, Mediolanique, amicos, tantundem, 
si libuerit, procurare." 

3. " Pieaas Fanas"-^two volumes of tracts relating to the 
island of Minorca, by Dr. Ramis y Ramis of Mahon. ' The 
author presented them to me for the library. He is a native 
of M ahon, and was educated in Avignon. He is very aged, 
and has a venerable appearance. During the active part of 
his life, he was celebrated as an advocate ; but for some 
years past has been entirely devoted to literary pursuits, and 
to the illustration of his country by writing its political and 
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natural history. He may be styled the Philosopher of Mi- 
norca from his preeminent learning and virtue. As member 
of the Royal Historical Society of Spain, he has written ma- 
ny memoirs on detached subjects ; but has now in the press 
a digested history of his native island. He is also publishing 
a work on Roman Inscriptions, a prospectus of which I send. 
He will soon reprint his entire works, a copy of which he 
will present to the library. I made arrangements with Mr. 
Laddico, our consul in Mahon, to forward them as soon as 
published. 

4. " Principis de la lectura Menorquina" — a spellingbook of 
the Minorcan language, wliich is quite different from the 
Spanish, (Castilian,) but nearly resembling the Catalonian 
dialect. Printing it is now forbidden by a royal edict, and 
Castilian is substituted for it in the Minorcan schools. It 
is musical and pleasant to the ear, and said to be well adapt- 
ed to poetry. I saw several manuscript tragedies and other 
poems written in it by Dr. Ramis in the early part of his life. 
He found with difficulty this printed specimen of the tongue, 
and presented it to me for the library. I think it was com- 
piled by him. 

5. " Sannazarins," &c. and " Fracastorius," &c. — ^two vol- 
umes containing the modern Latin poets of Italy. I remem- 
ber reading formerly an essay of Knox on these poets ; but 
their woi-ks were not to be found in the library, except San- 
nazarius. They derive their principal interest from their 
connexion with the revival of learning, and their descriptions 
of local scenery, which, with respect to the' vicinity of Na- 
ples, are as true now, even in minute things, as when first 
written. — « Ewcherii Indnme," — a curious work on the baths 
of the island of Ischia, in which the author contrives to des- 
cribe every remarkable object, existing about Naples at 
the time he wrote. — " Santolii opera poetica." — Of this au- 
thor I know nothing, expcept that he flourished in the bright- 
est period of French literature, and seems to have been ac- 
quainted Avith Bossuet, Corneille, &c. — " Canifae de Vesu- 
vii covMagratione epistola," — a description, by an eye witness, 
of the great eruption of that volcano in 1631, and an account 
of the pious doings of the Neapolitans to conciliate their of- 
fended patrons. — " Frospetto degli seavi di Ercolano e di Pom- 
pei" — a good account of those places at the time it was writ- 
ten ; but the part of Pompei then uncovered forms only a 
small portion of what is now visible. 



132 InteUigoice and Remarks. [May, 

6. " Analisi su i contratti e la capacitd de' Gesuiti." This 
seems to be a reply to an attack on the Jesuits in the height 
ot their power. The controversy must have been in some 
measure private, as neither party used the press. The sub- 
ject of this " analysis" has no interest now, but I am told it 
is written with great elegance and Jesuitick acuteness. This 
manuscript must have been highly valued by its original 
owner, if one may judge from the elegance of the chirogi'a- 
phy and binding. I purchased it for a few cents in Naples at 
a stall of old books and catchpenny pamphlets. This cir- 
cumstance surprized me, as the Jesuits are in a good meas- 
ure restored in that city. 

7. " Grammatica per imparare le ling^ie Ital. Greca-Volgare, 
e Turca, <^c. di Fianzola." 4 vols, in one. Tiiis is the work 
of a missionary in tJie Grand Signor's dominions. The 
Greek and Turkish are expressed in Frank characters, the 
vowels having the Italian sound. Within a few years, since 
modern Greek lias been more cultivated, this mode of writ- 
ing it has been laid aside. I once amused myself with trans- 
cribing, in Greek characters, the geographical article on 
America, vol. i. p. 107. and found it much pui-er than I had 
suspected from its ai)pearance in a foi'eign dress. — " ApccSixov 
MvecMyiMV^' — the fu'st volume of the Arabian Nights in Ro- 
maick. It was given to me by K. N. Ripo, an intelligent 
Greek, native of one of the Ionian islands. In comparing it 
with Forster's late edition in English, I find the narrative 
sometimes much abbreviated, and sometimes much enlarged. 
I saw no Romaick books at Naples or Messina j but they 
aboiuid in Leghorn and Venice. I pi-esume Prof. Everett 
will ps'ocure v, Jiatcvei- is curioiis and interesting of this sort. 
— " Moliioune Buktixe" « Ihia JWtuka," and " Friprava 
Buliovna," — apparently, three religious tracts ; but in what 
language, or whether all in the same language, I am quite 
unable to determine. As one of them was printed at Ragusa, 
1 presume it is Sclavonick, or Arnaout, or some other dia- 
lect of the iUyrlcli. — " ^inthologia Persica" — This contains 
cxccrpta from Persian moralists and poets — specimens of 
* Mcjnoun's tale and Sadi's song.' I procured it at Mahon 
for a trifle. Books of this sort arc always rare. I do not 
find the title of tliis in tlie library catalogue. 

8. " Sitpra una iscrizione Greca, disserlassione,'" I knew 
a nephew of the author in Naples. While we were at Tunis, 
another nephew, a count, banished for political reasons, was 
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relieving the tedium of exile by making excavatioHS among 
the ruins of ancient Utica. It is the same Roman Borgia 
famOy, which has sometimes been so infamous in history. 
— " Cunichii dnthobgica" — a translation of a part of the An- 
thology, with notes. — " Limi Lib. XCI. Fragmentum," &c. 
— " Bella spedicdane degli Argonauti," &c. These I procured, 
not because I thought them very valuable, but because they 
were offered to me for an inconsiderable price. Being with- 
out sufficient means of purehasing books, I havj avoided, as 
much as possible, temptations to do it. From my little col- 
lection I have chosen the volumes which I now send, for the 
library; presuming, that no contribution fb its increase, 
however small, will be unacceptable. 



Translation ofMbS Foschi's Letter, 

[The following is a translation of the letter of Abb^ Foschi, mentioned 
above. It gives us pleasure to insert it here, not only because it discov- 
ers the goodness of heart, and enlargement of views of the author, but be" 
cause it shows the favourable opinion, which he entertains of our country, 
and his readiness to use his best exertions to promote its literai-y interests. 
We ought, perhaps, injustice to the Abb^, to state, that the original man- 
uscript in Latin appears to have been written in haste, and without much 
time for reflection, or maturing a plan. We have omitted a few notices of 
English books, because they are already well known in this country. 3 

When I was yesterday on board the Gommodore's ship, with 
the cleanliness, good order, and size of which, and the politeness 
of the commander, and officers, I was much gratified, I made a 
proposal, in conversation with you, for establishing a literary inter- 
course, which might be useful to your University in Cambridge, 
and honourable to myself. This proposal I now reduce to writ- 
ing, that you may consider it at leisure, and that it may be com- 
municated to the University. 

I receive information, by letters, every month, respecting sci- 
entifick, useful, and curious works, published in the principal cit- 
ies of Europe, of the substance of which I will draw up a method- 
ical account in writing, every three or four months, to be sent to 
the University, that some estimate may be formed of the merit of 
the works, and whether it may be worth while to make use of my 
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services in the purchase of them. Beneath I add a specimen of 
such a digested account. 

During this year, 1816, have been published — Observations oh 
the adipOcere of Vegetables, and the composition of the essence of 
Roses, by Melander. 

Others before Melander were acquainted with the fact, that the 
essential oil of roses is decomposed by the action of Alcohol, 
into a substance, which is fluid when exposed to the rays of the 
sun, and solid and semi-opaque when cold, without smell and 
with a sensible taste ; and that from the alcohol, when cold, is 
precipitated a white substance in laminated chrystals, which some 
have considered vegetable wax. But Melander has ascertained, 
by experiments, that the composition of both substances is the 
same, and that it has a nearer analogy with adipocere, than with 
wax; for he maintains the artificial, and not well established dis- 
tinction between wax, tallow, and adipocere. 

He has further observed, that a portion of adipocere may be ob- 
tained, without the decomposition of essence of roses, by distilling 
the petals of the common roses, receving the distilled water in a 
Florence flask, and continuing the distillation without changing it ; 
by which process adipocere appears on the surface of the water 
as a white pellicle, which, as will readily be believed, is not the 
true essence of roses. This is composed of at least two substan- 
ces, that is, ot adipocere and an essential aromatick oil. Adi- 
pocere is not volatilized except at the heat of boiling water, is 
jnore fixed than aromatick oil, and is insoluble in water. 

From these facts the author has deduced four useful observa- 
tions concerning the essence of roses, and the difference of its 
goodness according to the process of distillation, and the quantity 
of the roses ; and has established the important conclusion, that 
the aroina of some flowers, whose essential oil cannot be extract- 
ed, may be fixed by the inodourous adipocere of roses, and hence 
that similar essences of those flowers may be obtained. 

A dissertation of Joseph Mangilius was published in 1816, con- 
cerning the poison of the viper. From a variety of experiments 
Mangilius deduces the following inferences. 1. That ammonia is 
the most powerful remedy for the bite of the viper. 2. That the 
force of nature is rarely sufficient to overcome the power of the 
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venom, in cases, in which this is not received in a suificient dose 
to destroy the vital principle. S. That opinm and musk, although 
they resemble ammonia in their stimulating power, are not to be 
preferred to ammonia as a cure fqr this dangerous bite. 
. Duringthe same year has also been published, by Peter Configliac- 
ehi,adescription of a bellows to produce artificial respiration in cases 
of asphixia. This useful instrument attracted much attention, when 
it was exhibited, and received a prize at the royal Institute. The 
idea of throwing air into the lungs, in cases of asphixia, is not 
new ; and some time after it was suggested, the two motions 
of inspiration and expiration were introduced in imitation of 
nature, not only as it respects the mechanical action of the air 
dilating the vessels of the lungs, but also the chemical stimulus 
concurring to produce those changes in the blood which are essen- 
tial to animal life. Many different gases have been thrown into 
the lungs at different degrees of temperature, according to the 
difference in the cases of asphixia. 

Sometimes, however, the artificial compression of the chest 
seemed insufficient to expel the air from the lungs, and the breath- 
ing of air from a living animal into one, which was apparently 
dead, might, in some cases, become dangerous, because too violent, 
and in others useless, because too feeble. A mechanical process 
was therefore adopted ; and a double bellows was proposed by 
John Hunter, which is now improved by Configliacchi. This in- 
strument is attended with three advantages. 1. In equal circum- 
stances the action is prolonged. 2. Its construction is adapted 
to various cases of necessity. 3. The machine may be applied 
to numerous experiments in physicks and physiology. 

At Konigsburg, in 1816, Professor Vater published a litera- 
ry history of the grammars and dictionaries of all the languages of 
the earths — [^Litteratur der Grammatikerif &c.] in which, on a 
plan more comprehensive, than that of Marsden, in his catalogue 
of dictionaries, all grammars and dictionaries, and the various 
languages of the world are treated with the most profound erudi- 
tion. 

At the same place, a critical history of the Hebrew language, 
and of its characters, was published by Professor Genzenius, au- 
thor of a Hebrew lexicon. 
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Beker has published, at Berlin, the Orations of ,Mschims and 
Demosthenes for the crown accompanied with inedited scolia, tak- 
en from manuscripts deposited at Paris. 

At Breslau, the critical edition of Xenophon, by Sneider, has 
been completed by the publication of the sixth volume, which con- 
tains his small treatises on politicks. 

Benedict has published critical commentaries on Thucydides, 
the result of the labour of many years. 

Creutzer has given a very elaborate edition of Plotinus, De Pul- 
chritudine, accompanied with commentaries. 

I shall here close my specimens, from which you may have ob- 
served in what manner I might enlarge or condense the view. 
I repeat the suggestion, that you may communicate this design to 
your friends, that, if they please, they may use my services. My 
communications may be answered through your consuls or minis- 
ters, with the following direction ; to K. D, N. Foschi, at Prince 
Cardito's, Naples. 



University ofJVaples. 

[\Ve have lately received from Italy a part of the new statutes of the 
RuTAL Lyceum of Naples, drawn up by the direction of Ferdinand IV, and 
approved by him. The whole was not printed, when our correspondent 
took from the press the loose sheets, which he has sent. These comprise 
an account of the general course of studies, and the duties and employ- 
ments of the several officers and professors ; and the whole seems design- 
ed to be a complete system of regulations, both for the external and in- 
ternal management of the institution. As we think it may gratify some 
«f our readers, we shall translate that part of the statutes, which relates to 
the scheme of studies adopted in the Lyceum. The full course is divided 
into sixteen departments of instruction, as follows.] 

\. Religious and moral catechism; Italian grammar; practi- 
cal arithmetick. 

g. Application of the grammatical rules of the Italian language 
to the classicks, with a grammatical analysis ; sacred history ; 
geography. 

3. Latin grammar ; exercises in writing correctly the Italian 
language ; profane history ; mythology. 

4. Application of the grammatical rules of the Latin language to 
the classicks, with a grammatical analysis. 
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5. Illustration of the classical prose and poetical writers, who 
are distinguished for accuracy of style, elevation of sentiment, 
beauty and precision. Greek grammar ; Greek and Roman an- 
tiquities. 

6. Rhetorick ; Italian and Latin poetry ; application of the 
grammatical rules to the Greek classicks, with a grammatical 
analysis. 

7. Philosophy ; natural law ; truth of the catholick religion j 
synthetical raathematicks. 

8. Analytical and physical mathematicks. 

9. Chemistry and pharmacy, illustrated by experiments in the 
chemical laboratory. 

10. Natural history, with the aid of cabinets in mineralogy and 
zoology, and a botanick garden. 

11. Law of the kingdom, and civil processes. 

12. Law, and criminal processes. 

13. Anatomy and physiology, attended with dissections in the 
anatomical theatre. 

14. Theory and practice of surgery, comprehending obstetricks 
and clinical practice in the hospital. 

15. Theory of physick. 

16. Practice of physick. 

The first eight of the above departments constitute the course 
in the Lyceum, and these occupy a space of eight years. The 
last eight seem to come more . particularly under what is termed 
the university. 

After the course in the Lyceum, such students as wish to ob- 
tain a doctor's degree in medicine or surgery, must study three 
years longer ; and if they propose to Jje examined for approbation) 
they must study four years. 

Each of the sixteen departments has its professor, who is oblig- 
ed to u»e such books for text books, and for the purpose of illus- 
tration, [per corredare la spcigazione] as shall be appointed by 
the directors of the institution, in order that the course of instruc- 
tion may be uniform and progressive. The following are the 
books adapted to each respective department. 

1. Catechism composed for the use of the primary school; 
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Soave's grammar ; Practical Arithmetick for the use of primary 
schools. 

2. Boccaccio ; Casa ; Firenquola ; Sacred History, adapted to 
the purpose of publick instruction ; Galanti's Geography for youth. 

3. The Port Royal Compendium ; Profane History ; Tomeo's 
Mythology. 

4. Port Royal Latin Grammar; Pheedrus; Nepos; Cicero's 
Epistles; Csesar's Commentaries; Virgil's Eclogues and Geor- 
gicks. 

5. Port Royal Latin Grammar ; Cicero's Offices and Orations } 
Virgil's ^neid ; Port Royal Greek Grammar; New Testament; 
Goldsmith. 

6. Majelli's Institutes of Oratory; Sallust; Livy; Tacitus; 
Horace ; Isocrates ; Homer ; Demosthenes. 

7. Soave's Institutes ; Eineccio's treatise on the truth of the 
Catholick Religion ; Flauto ; Giennattasio. 

8. Bossut; Fergola; Analytical Conick Sections; the profes- 
sor's lectures to be illustrated by Lagrange, Euler, Monge, Hatch- 
ette, Biot. 

9. Institutes of Sementini ; the professor shall use also in his 
lectures Majon, Adet, Bruguatelli, Thomson, BerthoUet, Bouillon, 
Lagrange. 

10. Millin ; in his lectures on zoology, the professor shall use 
the works of Buffon, the supplement of Lacepede, with Dumeril 
and Cuvier; and in those on mineralogy, Brougniard, Haiiv, 
Werner, Breislak, Melogravi. On botany he shall use Linnseu?, 
Jussieu, Cirillo, Petagoa, Lenore. 

11. The civil laws of the kingdom, now in force. 

12. The criminal laws of the kingdom. 

IS. The professor of anatomy shall follow as a guide, Frances- 
co Cerio, Grimaldi's Anatomy, using also the works of Goem- 
mering, Bichat, Boyer, together with the late discoveries of Gall 
on the structure of the brain. In physiology he must follow Rich- 
erand, as translated by P. Ru^iero. He may also use for illus- 
trations, whatever he finds to the purpose in Haller, Dumas, Dar- 
win, Cabanis. 

14. Institutes of Richter ; with the aids also of Monteggia and 
Richerand. 



ISIT*.] Intelligence and Remarks. 139 

15. The institutes, which form the Theory of Physick of An- 
dria, and also of Miglietta. 

16. Andria's Institutes of the Practice of Medicine, together 
with illustrations from Odier, Burserio, Cirillo, Darwin, Pinel. 

The first eight professors lecture two hours and a quarter in the 
morning, and one hour and a half in the afternoon ; the others 
give one lecture a daj each, of two hours' duration, either in the 
morning or afternoon, according to the direction of the rector of 
the institution. 



Library of Harvard University. 

A SMALL addition of about 80 volumes, of German works, and 
German editions of the classicks', was made to the Library, the last 
October. A considerable number of books likewise was received 
from Germany for the use of gentlemen of the government, and 
resident graduates in divinity. A large importation for the Li- 
brary, and for the use of gentlemen connected with the Universi- 
ty, is expected this season. 

The present means of increasing the Library, however, are not 
sufficient to furnish it with many books, which it is desirable it 
should possess, or to enlarge very rapidly the number which it 
contains. The Library is now very useful, but it might easily be 
rendered much more so. A circular letter was sometime since 
sent to the different booksellers and publishers in the United 
States, and particularly to those in New England, requesting them 
to furnish a copy of each work which they might cause to be 
printed. This could be done for the most part at a very trifling 
expense to the gentlemen thus contributing; and would be a 
means of making their different publications immediately known to 
a considerable body of literary meli. It would at the same time 
rapidly augment the Library ; and leave the greater part of its 
funds to be appropriated to the purchase of foreign publications 
so that many of the most valuable of the latter might at once be 
brought into the country. We regret, however, that the request 
has not been generally attended to. We wish that many more 
of our fellow citizens felt the same interest atid 7.eal in rendering 
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service to the University, which is discovered by the writer of the 
first of the preceding letters. The following gentlemen, publish- 
ers and booksellers^ have presented copies of works, in conformi- 
ty with the request abovementioned. 

William Hilliard, Esq. Cambridge. Mr. Hilliard has long been 
in the practice of presenting copies of his publications. 

The late Mr. Samuel Etheridge, Cbarlestown. — Mosheim's Ec- 
clesiastical History, 6 vols. 8vo. Johnson's Lives of the Po- 
ets, £ vols. 8vo. Newcome's Life of Christ, 8vo. Calmet's Dic- 
tionary of the Bible, 4th volume, 4to. 

Messrs. Flagg & Gould, Andover. Newcome's Greek Harmo- 
ny of the Gospels. Large paper, 4to, elegantly bound. This 
work is highly creditable to the young publishers, who have just 
commenced business, for its typographical elegance and correct- 
ness. 

Messrs. West & Richardson, Boston, Bigland's History of 
England, 2 vols. 8vo. 

Mr. John Hoff, Charleston, (S. C.) The works of Dr. M'Cal- 
la, 2 vols. 8vo. 

Mr. Edward Earle, Philadelphia. Beloe's Herodotus, 4 vols. 
8vo. This work is distinguished by the neatness and beauty of 
its typography. 

Mr. Samuel T. Armstrong, Boston. Scott's Family Bible, in 
six volumes— sixth American edition. 

We do not mean to include in the above list those gentlemen 
who have ])resented boolis, of which they were the authors or ed- 
itors. The Library has received from Professor Cleaveland, a 
copy of his work on Mineralogy, and from the Rev. William CoU- 
yer, Clsarlestown, a copy of Prideaux' Connection, of an edition^ 
the publication of which he has superintended. 



Dexter Lectures. 

The Dexter Lectures, on the interpretation of the New Tes- 
tament, delivered in the Chapel of Harvard University, will com- 
mence the next College Term. The following is a brief analysis 
of their subjects. 
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Lectures I, II, III. 
The science of biblical interpretation, rendered necessary by 
the diversities of religious opinion which exist among Christians. 
Causes of these diversities ; or, in other words, causes of the er- 
rours, which have been introduced into the religion of Christians. 
The two first lectures will treat of the causes which began to op- 
erate very early, and the effects of which were not counteracted 
before the period of the reformation. The third, of the character 
and eflfects of the reformation. 

Lectures IV, V. 

False doctrines in religion necessarily connected with misinter- 
pretations of the Scriptures. On the misinterpretations of the 
Scriptures, by the Christian Fathers 5 with a general view of those 
in later times. 

Lecture VI. 
On the three kinds of knowledge, necessary to a correct inter- 
pretation of the contents of the New Testament; viz. 1. A 
knowledge of the circumstances, under which the discourses of 
Our Saviour were delivered, and the writings of the New Tes- 
tament composed. 2. A knowledge of their style. 3. A knowl- 
edge of the meaning of single words and phrases to be found in 
them. 

Lecture VII. 

The opinions concerning the Christian scriptures, implied in the 
preceding lecture explained, and supported. A distinction is to 
be made between the trutlis and precepts of Christianity, which 
are of universal interest and obligation, and those writings, by 
which a knowledge of them is preserved. The discourses of 
our Saviour and the epistles of the New Testament, were occa- 
sional discourses and compositions, directly addressed to those 
only, to whom they were spoken or written. These opinions, the 
necessary foundation of any just interpretation of the Christian 
scriptures. 

Lecture VIII. 

Statement and history of the opposite opinions respecting (he 
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Christian scriptures, which have prevailed. Effects of these opin- 
ions upon their interpretation. 

Lecture IX. 
A fundamental canon of interpretation resulting from the opin- 
ions explained in the 7th lecture. This canon of interpretation, 
and those opinions, defended against objections. 

Lectures X, XI, XII, XIIL 

The scriptures to be interpreted on the same principles as all 
other writings. On the essential characteristicks of language ; 
and the principles of its interpretation. Lecture X on the neglect 
of these in the interpretation of the scripture. Commencement of 
the exposition of the characteristicks of language. Lectures XI, 
XII, the same subjects continued. Lecture XIII, on the general 
principles of the interpretation of language. 

These lectures will be delivered at 9 o'clock A. M. on the fol- 
lowing days. 

Lecture I, Tuesday, June 3. Lecture II, Wednesday, June 4. 
Lecture III, Tuesday, June 10. Lecture IV, Tuesday, June 17. 
Lecture V, Wednesday, June 18. Lecture VI, Tuesday, June 24. 
Lecture VII, Tuesday, July 1. Lecture VIII, Wednesday, July 
2. Lecture IX, Tuesday, July 8. Lecture X, Tuesday, July 15. 
Lecture XI, Wednesday, July 16. Lecture XII, Tuesday, Ju- 
ly 22. Lecture XIII, Wednesday, July 23. 

Another course of lectures will be delivered, during the term 
followinn; Commencement. 



.African Expeditions.— Two expeditions were fitted out from 
England during the last year, at great expense, and with very 
sanguine expectations, to explore the interiour of Africa, with a 
particular view of settling the question relative to tiie Niger. An 
idea having prevailed that this river terminates by the Congo, a 
large, and hitherto unexplored river, which meets the ocean in 
the southerly part of the continent, it was determined that one 
expedition should proceed to the mouth of the Congo, and ascend 
that river, while tlie other, by following nearly in Park's track by 
the river Gambia, should reach the Niger, and by descending that 
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mysterious stream hope to meet their brethren in the heart of Af- 
rica. The last mentioned party under Maj. Peddie and Capt. 
Campbell reached the mouth of the Gambia in September last. 
They were detained some months in making the necessary pre- 
parations for the prosecution of the journey. They were to be 
accompanied by an armed force of 200 men. We have heard di- 
rectly from Sierra Leone that on the 4th of December, Capt. 
Campbell was at that place, where a number of men, blacks and 
whites, had volunteered from the regiment forming the garrison, on 
the condition that each man who returned should receive a boun- 
ty of 800 pounds. They were to rendezvous at the Rio Nonas, 
and thence to proceed shortly on the expedition. 

By very late news from Sierra Leone, by way of London, we 
are informed that Maj. Peddie died at Rio Nonas, the place of 
rendezvous for the party, before the expedition started for the in- 
teriour. Capt. Campbell succeeded to the command of the party. 

The other expedition, under the command of Capt. Tuckey, who 
was accompanied by several gentlemen of science, qualified to 
make every useful obstirvation, arrived in the government ship 
Congo, and Transport Dorothy, at the mouth of the Congo on tlie 
3d of July. They here embarked on board a sloop so constructed 
as to draw little water, in which they ascended the river about 
120 miles. They here found the current so rapid and the bottom 
so rocky, that they could proceed no farther by water. They 
then landed, and proceeded £20 miles along the bank of the river, 
in which distance they passed four cataracts, when sickness and 
the want of supplies compelled them to retrace their steps. They 
all succeeded in regaining their ship, on the 2d of October, but in 
such an exhausted state, that of the fifty six persons who landed, 
eighteen, including the Captain, Lieutenant, and all the scientifick 
part of the expedition, died in a short time after they returned on 
board ; and when the two vessels arrived at Bahia, where they 
stopped on their return to England, but eight of the crew of the 
Congo were able to do duty. 

From Bahia the two vessels proceeded to Portsmouth, where 
they arrived the last of February. Capt. Tuckey's journal was 
continued to the day of his death, and it is already advertized as 
being in the press for publication in London, with the notes of the 
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gentlemen who acccompanied him. It is said not to hold out the 
least encouragement for prosecuting the research further. Be. 
yond that of determining the geographical problem of the course 
of the Niger, it does not promise a single advantage. If the Con- 
go be a continuation of that river, it cannot be useful for the pur- 
pose of navigation, on account of its numerous rapids and cataracts. 
The country is so miserable, that it cannot engage the attention 
of tlie merchant. It is thinly peopled, and the inhabitants are of 
the lowest description of human beings — cowardly, cruel, and in- 
dolent; a very small quantitity of grain is produced, and that by 
the labour of the women. The soil is hard and steril. After ad.? 
vancing thirty miles from the shore, during the whole extent of 
their journey, the ground was rocky and full of stones, except the 
ravines, which were covered with a thick mould, formed by the de- 
composition of the leaves and other vegetable, substances. 

The gentlemen, whose zeal for scientifick research, led them to 
embark in the enterprize, found nothing in the natural history of 
the country to excite their interest in the least. The climate was 
temperate ; Fahrenheit's thermometer seldotn rising higher than 
71, or falling below 60, and there was scarcely a shower of rain 
while they remained oa shore. The country was barren and un- 
inviting. Their sufferings from fatigue and want of provisions 
were excessive. Capt. Tuckey died of complete exhaustion, with- 
out any fever. The other principal persons who died, were Lieut. 
Hawkey ; Prof. Smith, botanist ; Mr. Tudor, comparative anato- 
mist; Mr. Cranch, collector of objects' of natural history; Mr. 
Galwey, a friend of Capt. Tuckey, who volunteered from love of 
science ; and Mr. Eyre, the purser. 



Curious Manuscripts. 

The Life of Jaiues the Second, king of England, collected from 
memoirs written by his own hand, together with his advice to his 
son, and his will, has been published, by command of the Prince 
Regent, from the original Stuart manuscripts, which had been 
carefully preserved at Rome in the family of the Pretender, and 
have been lately discovered since the death of the Cardinal d' 
York, the last of tlie Stuarts, and are now deposited at Carlton 
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house. This work is in two large volumes quarto, and comprises 
the history of Great Britain and France, from the latter part of the 
reign of Charles I, to the close of king William's reign. The au- 
thor is the Rev. J, S. Clarke. 

Besides the manuscripts of the Stuart family, from which this 
history is compiled, a further and more recent discovery has been 
made at France. Letters from that city as late as January last, 
published in the French and English newspapers, mention that a 
great number of packages of manuscripts, sufficient to cover the 
sides of a small chamber, arranged with great care, beginning with 
James II, and ending at the death of the Pretender, had just come 
to light By some means not known, they came into the posses- 
sion of Tassoni, Auditor of the Pope, and were confidentially en- 
trusted to a priest of the name of Lussi. At length a knowledge 
of their existence came to a Scotch gentleman, named Watson, 
who had resided at Rome during a part of the war. After some 
negotiation, through the agency of Lussi, Watson purchased the 
papers for the sum of two hundred crowns, and removed them to 
his own lodgings. The aifair soon became known, and was the 
subject of much conversation; and Tassoni, finding he had been 
deceived by Lussi, respecting the value of the papers, represented 
it to the Secretary of State, and by his orders Lussi was arrested, 
the papers were seized and sealed, and remain in possession of 
government. 

A gentleman who had a short view of the papers before they 
were seized, thou2.h many of them were not unpacked, says that 
they are undoubtedly authentick and valuable. Those which he 
saw embraced both publick and private matters, from correspond- 
ence with foreign pov/ers and plots for invasion, to the private 
amours of the Pretender, and the details of the domestick ar. 
rangements of the Court of Albany. Some of the letters are in 
the hand writing of James, and the "retender. Many families in 
Scotland and Ireland are implicated ; and some that had never 
been suspected, and others that had only been suspected, are deep, 
ly compromitted, particularly the Windham family, which gave 
much important information. There is a long letter of Atterbury, 
arranging a plan of invasion ; and one from the Duke of Leeds to 
Admiral Baker, then in command of the channel fleet, offering him 
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a peerage and 400,000 I. in case of his defection. There are let. 
ters of the Duke of Norfolk, which are verj cautious. 

There are also letters from the Queen, which are letters of in- 
troduction for exiled and fugitive Irish families to her Italian 
friends. The most cnrious are the letters of Miss Walkinshaw 
to Prince Charles; those of her daughter to the same; those of 
James to liim ; and the remonstrance of his friends in Scotland. 
It is to be hoped that these papers will be recovered by the Brit- 
ish nation, so that they may shed that light, which they ought to 
afford, upon some of the most important events of English history. 



JVew University in Poland. The Emperour of Russia, as king 
of Poland, has issued an Ukase at Warsaw, for founding a Uni- 
versity in that city. The Ukase is in Latin. The University is 
to be composed of five faculties ; Theology, Jurisprudence, Polit- 
ical Economy, Philosophy, and the fine arts. The Professors 
of the first order are to be declared Nobles, with the power, if 
professors ten years, of transmitting their nobility to their de- 
scendants. The Rector of the University is to be censor of all 
books published by the professors. 



JVo. 53 of the Edinburgh Review. — Those who are acquainted 
with Swift, generally think that the article upon Scott's edition of 
his works does him great injustice, considering him either as a 
man, a tory, or an author ; and they hardly know whether to be 
more pleased with the brilliance and eloquence of the review, or 
dissatisfied with its unfairness. They almost wish that Swift 
were alive, to return the civilities of the reviewer. 

The review of Stewart's history of metaphysicks is learned, and 
has marks of deep and original thinking, but is wanting in execu- 
tion. There is abundance of ingredients, but they do not seem 
to be elaborated into a uniform, consistent composition. The re- 
viewer does not appear to have formed a definite plan ; at least 
the reader does not readily perceive, that something has been un- 
dertaken and accomplished. 

The article on libels is written with ability, and is the more in- 
teresting to us, as our law upon the subject is the same with the 
English, except that we permit tlie truth to be given in evidence 
in actions for libels upon a candidate for a publick elective office, 
if the alleged libel have relation to the candidate's qualifications 
for the office, and he have consented to be proposed for it. 



